Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.057; wR factor = 0.169; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.3.
In the title compound, C 27 H 23 N 3 OÁH 2 O, the benzimidazole ring system has an r.m.s. deviation of 0.0071 Å and makes dihedral angles of 34.51 (2), 55.22 (3) and 41.05 (5) with the central and N-bonded phenyl rings, respectively. In the crystal, the water molecular is connected to the organic molecule by intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds. Weak intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds also occur.
Related literature
For the synthetic procedure, see: Vinodkumar et al. (2008) . For bond-length data, see: Allen et al. (1987) . For background to the use of the title compound as an intermediate in the preparation of OLED materials, see: Kakimoto et al. (2008) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). et al., 2008) . We herein report its crystal structure.
In the molecule of (I), (Fig.1) , the bond lengths (Allen et al., 1987) (Table 1) , which seems to be very effective in the stabilization of the crystal structure.
The title compound, (I) was synthesized according to the literature (Vinodkumar et al., 2008) The crystals were obtained by dissolving (I) (0.52 g, 1.28 mmol) in 25 ml ethanol and evaporating the solvent slowly at room temperature for about 7 d.
Refinement
H atoms bonded to N and O atoms were located in a difference map and refined with distance restraints of O-H = 0.85 (2) and N-H = 0.90 (2) Å, and with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (N,O). Other H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model, with C-H = 0.93 -0.97 (2) Å, U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C).
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I), with the atom-numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. 
